
SANDY CITY RECYCLING PROPOSAL: 
SHIFTING TO EVERY OTHER WEEK COLLECTION
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21 Years of Partnership

Regular presence in Sandy City

Current services: weekly trash and recycling collection

99.98% service success rate



RECYCLING
MAKES A DIFFERENCE

Sandy City residents recycled 3,696 tons of materials in 2019. These efforts created 

measurable benefits including cleaner air and natural resources preserved:

262,905
PEOPLE SUPPLIED 

WITH WATER

with water saved by 

recycling

36,272
MATURE

TREES

saved by recycling

1,109
HOMES

POWERED

with electricity saved by 

recycling
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RECYCLING
CAN IMPROVE

An average of 439 tons of recycling collected monthly

• 100 tons are trash (“contamination”)

Good participation (90%) but… 

• Weekly set-out rate varies

• Half of carts are only half-filled

• Full carts often have boxes not broken down

• Half of carts have visible contamination



5

Sandy City Impacted by Global Challenges

• Recycling markets shifted dramatically in 2018

• The cost of recycling has increased while the value of recyclables has plummeted

• Despite brief respite during the beginning of health epidemic, commodity values 

are beginning to return to previous low levels.
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The Proposal

• Transition to every-other-week recycling collection

• This is common across the Wasatch Front

• Maintain current rate for waste and recycling service for residents
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Benefits of Every Other Week Collection

• Cost savings of $132,492 annually - funds can be used to defer future rate increases

• Fewer trucks on the road

• Decrease in carbon footprint

• Less wear and tear on the roads

• Unlikely to significantly impact city diversion

• Less room for contamination in carts
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For the Heavy Recyclers

Upon resident request, WM will deliver a larger 96-gallon cart at no charge.

New trash customers will automatically receive 96-gallon cart.
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4 Week Implementation Plan 

WM Communications Team will provide a 

comprehensive recycling campaign to Sandy City 

to communicate changes.

• Email

• Postcard mailer

• Social media (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter)

• Next Door

• City website updates

• FAQ for residents (housed on website)

• Bill Insert

• Community Newsletter

• Printed calendars for City Hall and WM drivers





THANK YOU


