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Why use “Single Stream Recycling?”

Everything 
goes in 1 

cart

Easier
Increased 

Participation



Acceptable Materials

• Cardboard & Paperboard (e.g. cereal boxes)

• Paper (printed, writing paper, mail)

• Plastic Bottles & Containers (Clean, Empty & 
Dry)

• All Metal Bottles & Cans (Steel & Aluminum)



Common Contaminants … No No No’s



©2017 Waste Management

Single Stream = Contamination



Current State of the Market
In 2017, over 25% of world’s recyclables were 

imported by China, including >50% of paper & plastics.  

Today <2% of mixed paper goes to China with ~70K 

tpm believed to be landfilled

China’s new import policies banning materials & 

limiting contamination have global impacts on 

recycling programs in communities across US 

Operation Blue Sky = screening effort at China’s ports 

to inspect loads, enforce material bans & 0.5% 

contamination limit 

The reduction of China’s markets resulted in 

oversupply of commodities & depressed commodity 

pricing.  Supply is high & commodity pricing low

Cities are being forced to carefully examine their 

recycling  programs, making difficult decisions about 

their rates and materials

Consumers still want to recycle and recognize its 

environmental value, but the economics have evolved 



Increasing Contamination

The average contamination across the 

United States is over 28%

• More Contamination = Increased 

Labor Costs

✓ Locally the MRF has had to add 

extra people per shift to meet new 

contamination reduction levels

• More Contamination = Less Recycling 

Materials per Load

✓ We must pay to dispose of the 

trash

28% = 580 pounds of 
contamination

.5% = 10 pounds of contamination
in a ton of recyclables

(China threshold)



WM’s Response to New Mandates

• WM continues to move commodities, although at lower prices and to a 

broad variety of vendors across the globe:

✓ Our primary goal is to move material – avoiding landfilling/warehousing

✓ Plastic is moving to domestic buyers

✓ Paper is moving to domestic mills, and to India, Vietnam, Malaysia, and 

South Korea

✓ Explore, partner and develop recycle technologies 

• Pricing and markets are likely to continue to be extremely volatile in the 

next few years

✓ Quality will impact pricing and movement.  Quality, quality, quality is 

important.

• WM has not dropped material from its curbside recycling programs

✓ There are some cities/recyclers have dropped mixed plastics from their 

programs



What has this meant for Sandy?

• We put forth an educational campaign to reduce 
contamination and educate customers on the “do’s 
and don’ts” of recycling
• Waste Management MRF tours
• Flyers “Mailer last May”
• Facebook Live Videos
• Recycle Often Recycle Right

• We are asking our communities to help us in this 
endeavor, through education sharing and cost sharing.

• Our message is “When in doubt, throw it out.”

We will continue to work with customers to improve 
quality at the curb, and to diversify end markets.





Social Media & Bill Insert Outreach

https://www.youtube.com/user/wastemanagement


Tagging Contaminated Carts



Why WM Continues To Be the Right Partner 
Through This?

WM is committed to single-stream recycling, 

WM Utah received approval to build $15 

Million Dollar Recycling Facility



Waste Management Resources


