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Background Information
The last Parks, Trails, and Recreation Master 

Plan was completed in 2005

• The 2005 focused on growing the parks 

and parks system

• The 2005 plan was also completed 

during the “period of significant 

population growth”

The demographics of Sandy are different 

today, where there is a shift from high 

growth to infill development



Previous Planning Efforts
• The Trails Master Plan was updated in 2019

• The Active Transportation Plan was completed in 2020

These plans helped to inform the Parks, Recreation, and Trails Master Plan





Document Layout

7 chapters:

• Parks System

• Individual Park Evaluations

• Public Engagement Summary

• Trails

• Recreation

• Irrigation

• Implementation Plan



Document Format

Each chapter contains:

• Patterns and trends assessment to better understand 
current trends in other parks systems and human behavior

• Existing condition analysis to identify strengths and 
opportunities within Sandy’s current system

• Best Practice methods, case studies, or techniques to 
achieve plan the goals

• Goals and strategies to achieve over the next 20 years



Technical Analysis

• Park Inventory

• Trail Inventory

• Park-acre Ratio (how many acres per 
1,000 residents)

• National Recreation and Parks 
Association (NRPA) Metrics

• Participation Numbers

• Demographic Data

• Walkshed Analysis

• SWOC Analysis









Park-Acre Ratio

• How many acres of park space per 
1,000 residents

• Sandy population: 98,296

• Recommended range: 6.25-10.5 per 
1,000 residents

• Two ratios:
• City parks only: 3.34

• Including County Parks (Dimple Dell, 
Granite) and Bell Canyon Reservoir: 
11.20



System Amenities

Public Engagement shows that 95% of residents are not interested in seeing 

more sports fields in the city. Instead of fields, they are more interested in seeing 

more natural open spaces, urban trails, and connections to the canyons. 



Walkshed Analysis





Priority Gaps





Individual Park Evaluations



Trails

• Strengths
• Variety in form and location

• Scenic views

• Weaknesses
• Street Identity and wayfinding

• Opportunities
• Park adjacencies to trails

• Challenges
• Street—Trail intersections



Street—Trail Intersections and Safety

• TREND: Trails for recreation 
over commuting

• What does this mean?
• More novice trail users

• Safety concerns center around 
on-road biking



Canal Trails

• There are around 18 canals in 
Sandy

• Great example: Sandy Canal 
Trail

• There is funding to 
implement more canal trails, 
and it is a priority to 
implement more trails along 
canals

• This also provides a great 
opportunity for Off-Road trails





Recreation

• TRENDS:
• Adult and senior 

programming

• E-sports

• Social Cohesion over 
recreation



Why are people participating less in  
recreation?

• 44.9% of 
respondents’ 
answers have 
to do with age





Irrigation

• GOAL: IDENTIFY OPPORTUNITIES TO 
REDUCE WATER USE IN CITY PARKS 
WHILE MAINTAINING A HIGH LEVEL OF 
SERVICE 

• Policy: implement next practices in the 
design, maintenance, and operations of 
irrigation system 

• Policy: identify opportunities to replace 
park turf with waterwise landscaping



Edits to be made

• Park address to each of the park pages

• HAWK access over 9400 South to Amphitheater Park

• Mention of the Flashing Beacon Crossing added at Bryce Drive 
to Union Park

• Various amenity additions to parks
• Tennis courts at Bell Canyon

• Pickleball at Flat Iron Mesa

• Picnic tables at Lone Peak

• Playground at Urban Fishery

• Tennis courts at South Valley Tanks

• Page 119 grammatical edits
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