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Staff Report Memorandum 
January 19, 2023 

 
 
 

To: City Council via Planning Commission  
From: Community Development Department  
Subject: Moderate Income Housing Element Amendment  

(General Plan Amendment) 
GPA01052023-6462 

    
   

 
Hearing Notice: This item has been noticed by mail to affected entities, on public websites, and 

at public locations. 
 
 
 
Request  

The Community Development Department is proposing an amendment to the Implementation Plan of the Moderate 
Income Housing Element of the Sandy City General Plan. The purpose of this proposed amendment is necessary in order 
to qualify for priority consideration of certain transportation funding. This is in response to a letter received from the Utah 
Department of Workforce Services (Exhibit “A”).  

 
Background 

Revisions to Utah Code in 2022 by House Bill 462 required that Sandy City amend the Sandy City General Plan.  Per HB 
462, Sandy City was required, among other things, to do the following: 

 
•   Select a minimum of four moderate-income housing implementation strategies from a revised list.   
•  Two additional strategies would be required to receive priority consideration when requesting certain State 

transportations funds. 
•   Prepare an implementation plan for each of the selected strategies. 
•   Amend the General Plan to include a new chapter (Moderate Income Housing Element). 
•   Complete the above requirements and submit the Moderate-Income Housing Element to the State by October 1, 2022. 

 
On August 18, 2022, the Planning Commission passed a motion, recommending to the City Council that they approve a 
General Plan amendment intended to comply with the requirements of HB 462. The amendment included two additional 
strategies to be eligible for priority consideration of the transportation funds. On September 6, 2022, the City Council 
approved Ordinance #22-10, adopting the proposed General Plan amendment, and Resolution #22-47C, authorizing 
submittal to the State. Subsequently, City staff submitted the required documents to the Utah Department of Workforce 
Services, per HB 462, prior to the October 1, 2022 deadline. 
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Alyssa Gamble, with the Housing and Community Development Division of the Utah Department of Workforce Services, 
emailed a letter to certain Sandy City officials and staff on November 22, 2022. The letter documented the State’s review of 
Sandy City’s submittal. The letter states that “the Housing and Community Development Division has reviewed the plan 
and report and finds that they comply with the requirements set forth in section 10-9a-403(2)(b).” However, the letter also 
mentions that the State did not accept one (Strategy P) of the City’s adopted implementation strategies, which results in the 
City not being eligible for priority consideration for affected transportation funding. Upon further discussion with Alyssa 
Gamble by staff, Strategy P (use of RDA moderate income housing set-aside funds) was not accepted due to a lack of detail 
in the Implementation Plan.  

 
 
Public Notice and Outreach 

Utah Code (Part 10-9a-2) requires that a notice of intent and notice of public hearing be posted. A combined notice (Exhibit 
“B”), including the requirements for both notices, was prepared and posted to the Utah Public Notice website and the City 
website. Physical copies were also posted in public locations. The notice was mailed to affected entities.  

 
Analysis 

HB 462 allows 90 days for cities to correct comments provided by the State upon their review. According to Alyssa Gamble, 
based on the date of notification, Sandy City has until February 27, 2023, to submit revisions. City staff determined to 
prepare an amendment to the Moderate Income Housing Element of the General Plan, with the intent to resolve the issue 
in order to qualify for priority consideration for affected transportation funds. RDA housing set-aside funds are administered 
by the Sandy City Economic Development Department based on direction from the Sandy City RDA Board. The Economic 
Development Department has identified additional details regarding the implementation of those housing set-aside funds 
(Strategy P). Those details have been incorporated into the proposed amendment.   

 
Recommendation 

Staff recommends that the Planning Commission forward a positive recommendation to the City Council to amend the 
Sandy City General Plan, revising the current implementation plan of the Moderate Income Housing Element (Exhibit 
“C”) as proposed (Exhibit “D”) based on the following findings:  
 

Findings: 
1. It was the City’s intent, when processing for approval the current Moderate Income Housing Element, to qualify for 

priority consideration for affected State transportation funds by adopting two additional housing implementation 
strategies. 
 

2. The State’s review of the Sandy City Moderate Income Housing Element determined that, while the document is in 
compliance with the minimum requirements for a Moderate Income Housing Element, the City did not get credit 
for Strategy P (use of RDA housing set-aside funds) due to a lack of detail in the Implementation Plan. As a result, 
the City did not qualify for the priority consideration. 

 
3. Utah Code (Section 10-9a-408(7)) allows for 90 days to resolve issues identified by the State’s review of a city’s 

Property Case History 
Case Number Case Summary 

GPA-7272022-6366 
Adoption of a Moderate Income Housing Element, including implementation 
strategies and an implementation plan, as part of the General Plan and 
authorization to submit, as required, to the State. 
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Moderate Income Housing Element. 
 

4. The Economic Development Department, responsible for administering RDA housing set-aside funds, identified 
additional details regarding the future use of those funds. 
 

5. Upon internal consultation among City staff, a decision was made to process a General Plan amendment in an effort 
to resolve the issue and to meet the City’s original intent to qualify for priority consideration for State transportation 
funding. 

 
Planner: 
 
 
 
Jake Warner 
Long Range Planning Manager 

 
File Name: S:\Users\PLN\STAFFRPT\2023\GPA01052023-6462 MIH Implementation Amend 
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Exhibit “A” 
 

(Moderate Income Housing Report – 2022 Notice of Compliance) 
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Exhibit “B” 
 

(Combined Notice of Intent and Notice of Hearing) 
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Exhibit “C” 
 

(current Implementation Plan of the Moderate Income Housing Element) 
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Exhibit “D” 
 

(proposed Implementation Plan of the Moderate Income Housing Element) 
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